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✦ The House of  Kuru ✦

From Shantanu to Parikshit, with the Panchala, Vrishni and Matsya houses that married into it, as the Critical Edition tells it

T H E  K A U R AVA S T H E  P A N D AVA S

P A N C H A L A
T H E  V R I S H N I S

M A T S YA

before her marriagebefore her marriage

fathers heirs for his dead brotherfathers heirs for his dead brother

Kunti's secretKunti's secret

brother and sisterbrother and sister brother and sisterbrother and sister

Draupadi is married to all five brothersDraupadi is married to all five brothers

P

Parashara
a wandering sage Satyavati

raised by the fisher
chief

Shantanu
king of Hastinapura

Ganga
the river goddess

Vyasa
the poet of the epic

C

Chitrangada
killed by a gandharva Vichitravirya

died without children

A

Ambika
princess of Kashi

A

Ambalika
princess of Kashi Bhishma

eighth son of Ganga ·
vowed never to marry

Shakuni
prince of Gandhara

Gandhari
blindfolded for life

Dhritarashtra
born blind · by Ambika

Vidura
by a maidservant · the

wise minister

Drupada
king of Panchala

Madri
princess of Madra

Pandu
born pale · by
Ambalika

Kunti
raised by Kuntibhoja

V

Vasudeva
Kunti's brother

Duryodhana
eldest of a hundred

Duhshasana
the second son

98

98 more sons
the Kauravas

D

Duhshala
married Jayadratha Yuyutsu

by a vaishya woman ·
joins the Pandavas

Karna
Kunti's son by Surya ·
raised by a charioteer

Shikhandi
Amba reborn

Dhrishtadyumna
born of the fire · kills

Drona

Draupadi
born of the fire

Nakula
by the Ashvins

Sahadeva
by the Ashvins

Yudhishthira
by Dharma · the eldest

Bhima
by Vayu

Arjuna
by Indra

Subhadra
Krishna's sister

Krishna
by Devaki

Balarama
by Rohini

Virata
king of Matsya

5

Five sons
one by each Pandava

Ghatotkacha
with Hidimbaa, a

rakshasi

Abhimanyu
dies on the thirteenth

day

Uttaraa
married Abhimanyu

Uttara
the prince who drove

Arjuna

Shveta
falls on the first day

P

Parikshit
the future king

I
T H E  F O U NDE R S
Shantanu, his two queens, and
the sage who fathered Vyasa

II
S ON S  OF  S H A N TA N U

Bhishma gives up the throne; his
half-brothers die young

III
T H E  T H R E E  B ROT H E R S
Vyasa fathers heirs for the dead
Vichitravirya

IV
T H E  C O U S I N S
A hundred Kauravas and five
Pandavas, raised together

V
T H E  GR A ND C H I L DR E N

Almost all of them die in the
war

VI
T H E  H E I R
Parikshit, born after the war,
carries the line on

H O W  T O  R E A D  T H E  L I N E S

Marriage Parent to child Child by a god

Niyoga: Vyasa fathers heirs for his dead brother Born outside a marriage Siblings

Pandava household Kaurava household Kuru court Panchala Vrishni Matsya

C O L O P H O N

The tree follows the Critical Edition of the Mahabharata (Adi Parva, chapters 90–125 and 190–221) in Bibek Debroy’s translation. Dhritarashtra’s hundred sons and Draupadi’s five are shown as groups. Not shown: Arjuna’s

wives Ulupi and Chitrangada and their sons, Duryodhana’s son Lakshmana, and the many wives of Krishna. Portraits are painted for this atlas in the manner of the Kangra miniature; 16 of 51 people have one so far, the rest

carry their emblem. Placement on the page is a reading aid, not a claim about history. The living tree, with every card, is at mahabharata.co/family.
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