THE FOUNDERS

Shantanu, his two queens, and
the sage who fathered Vyasa

SONS OF SHANTANU

Bhishma gives up the throne; his
half-brothers die young

THE THREE BROTHERS

Vyasa fathers heirs for the dead
Vichitravirya

THE COUSINS

A hundred Kauravas and froe
Pandavas, raised together

DURYODHANA DUHSHASANA
eldest of a hundred

THE GRANDCHILDREN

Almost all of them die in the
war

THE HEIR

Parikshit, born after the war,
carries the line on

THE I(AURAVAS (

THE MAHABHARATA ATLAS

FAMILY TREE

+ THE HOUSE OF KURU *+

From Shantanu to Parikshit, with the Panchala, Vrishni and Matsya houses that married into it, as the Critical Edition tells it
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a wandering sage )
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CHITRANGADA AMBIKA AMBALIKA
VYASA killed by a gandharva VICHITRAVIRYA princess of Kashi princess of Kashi
the poet of the epic died without children

: far/'wrs heirs for his dead brocher

GANDHARI
blindfolded for life

SHAKUNI
prince of Gandhara

DHRITARASHTRA

N/

born blind - by Ambika

BHISHMA

el ghth son of Ganga -
vowed never to marry

PANCHALA

VIDURA

by a maidservant 0 EI”LC

wise minister

98 MORE SONS

the Kauravas
the second son

DUHSHALA

married Jayadratha

YUYUTSU

by a vaishya woman -

joins the Pandavas
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DRUPADA MADRI PANDU KUNTI
king of Panchala princess of Madra E born pale . by E raised by Kuntibhoja
. Ambalika ‘

Kunti's son by Surya - Amba reborn

raised by a charioteer

SHIKHANDI DHRISHTADYUMNA DRAUPADI

born of the fire - kills

Drona

born of the fire

NAKULA
by the Ashvins

YUDHISHTHIRA
by Dharma - the eldest

SAHADEVA
by the Ashvins

[’)7'(){]1(’7‘ a Hd sister

THE VRISHNIS

VASUDEVA

Kunti's brother

FIVE SONS

one by each Pandava

Draupadi is married to all frve brothers

GHATOTKACHA

with Hidimbaa, a

rakshasi

w MATSYA
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ARJUNA SUBHADRA KRISHNA BALARAMA VIRATA
by Indra Krishna's siscer by Devaki by Rohini king of Matsya

B

ABHIMANYU UTTARAA UTTARA
dies on the thirteenth married Abhimanyu the prince who drove
day Arjuna
P
PARIKSHIT

El’l€ fUEU re klng

SHVETA
falls on the first day

HOW TO READ THE LINES

Marriage

@® Pandava household

Parent to child
Niyoga: Vyasa fathers heirs for his dead brother

@® Kaurava household

Child by a god

@® Kurucourt

- - - = Bornoutside a marriage

@® Panchala

Siblings

@® Vrishni @ Matsya

COLOPHON

The tree follows the Critical Edition of the Mahabharata (Adi Parva, chapters 90-125 and 190-221) in Bibek Debroy’s translation. Dhritarashtra’s hundred sons and Draupadi’s five are shown as groups. Not shown: Arjuna’s

wives Ulupi and Chitrangada and their sons, Duryodhana’s son Lakshmana, and the many wives of Krishna. Portraits are painted for this atlas in the manner of the Kangra miniature; 16 of 51 people have one so far, the rest

carry their emblem. Placement on the page is a reading aid, not a claim about history. The living tree, with every card, is at mahabharata.co/family.
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